WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN DONE               3
beaten, nor Finland, Poland, Norway nor China. They
appear to have lost heart and accepted the conqueror in a
way that these others have not.
I believe that the people of France, the patriots among
the peasants, the artisans, the mechanics, the shopkeepers,
the middle class, the aristocrats and all the rest of them,
have not lost heart. If they had been associated more in
the councils of the Government through parliament;
if they had been allowed to understand the gravity of
die situation before it was too kte; if an appeal had
been made to civilians to stand firm in every village of
France even if the Germans arrived, and do what they
could to sabotage the advance ; if they had defended
the houses in their villages and the streets and bills of
Paris, there would have been such batdes as would have
won the admiration of the world and which might have
held up the German advance long enough to enable
the Allied forces to rally and regroup, it might even
have brought America in to turn the scale for the second
time in half a century. The French went down with
their hands tied behind their backs. They were all
mobilized and had to obey die orders of an incom-
petent general staff and of a government which became
a " peace at any price " government* They were badly
led, but given a chance they could have been their own
leaders, the very thing which the P6tains and the Wey-
gauds feared and did their best to prevent. They have
not lost heart, but they are now expressionless beneath
the heel of the conqueror.